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Rori Waters

Builder
With Her
Own ‘Touch’
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Award-winning

Her eye for detail — the
‘Lori touch’' — has made
Waters one of the most
recognized builders in
Polk County
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my feed wel in (he business. Bt
I realized 1 didn like just selling
houses. | lked all of it, and |
wianted to build, not just sell. |
decided building was for me.”

At the beginning, It was
going 1o be a hobby. Her goal
wixs 1o build two or three
homes, She didn® realise her
passion for building would kead
Lo S0 much mone

She camed her license and
began working toward Lhe goal
Afver she finished the thind
house and kept on building. she
almost didnt realize the thing
her children called “mom’s
hobby” was tuming inlo some
thing €lse. When the realization
finally did hit, she decided to
turm her pastime inbo a busi
ness, Classic Homes by Lon ng
wWils Created

“In oy first year, | had five
haosries dhonae. And, it was over
l,',.hil':'l:l'rg_ 1 was a full-time
mother with 4 new business. Al
one point, | docided it was
either time to take it back to a
hobby or have the business
grow. That meant having a
team. And, | couldn't think of
anybody better on my team
than my hushand
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“I couldn’t think of
anybody better on

my team than my
husband.”
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person for the job and slared
wiorking with his wife

“It has become 4 (rue par-
nership,” Lor cheerfully says.
With a senze of humor, she
adds, “However, he's conve
ricnthy never leamed how 10
keep the books, He does his
work on the job sie

its also where she loves (o
be, but she leamed early on
that owning a construction
business meant more than
bullding houses

1 love the designing, | bove
the constrpction. 1 love e
entire process of building
[rom pulting the idea on paper
10 the: actual building. Bat, 1o be
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growing business

1've heard a few people say
that they got inlo building bl
coukdnT mun a husiness, Thank
goadness 've been able 1o run
mine. And, we've done well”

tier company has bull more
than 100 homes since B staned
1945, She wion Bame of the Year in
he Era Parsde of Homes she
enlered in 199 In the years that
Iof b, Ui Bccolades kepl on

coming. and in X1, she was
ruied Baiilder of the Year by the
Polk: Coumty Builders Assaciation
In the same year, she was also
nammed the wodation's preskdent -
i first for a woman

She realires. the appointment
wias & big step for women who
wark in an indusiry dominated by
mien. B, ghe's pever believed
Beiig & minarity in the constru
LR warkl was. poeng Lo Slop her
[P sucCeeding

“1 cicn't think about Lhe prob
lems. of being & woman and being
& builder ™ she says. 1 just stamed
the business. | fhgured that 1 had 1o
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